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	Beijing worried over public poll on views 
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	Beijing has expressed concern that a plan to launch a community referendum to gauge the public's view on who should be the next chief executive would undermine Donald Tsang Yam-kuen's credibility, the poll's organiser says. 
But Project Civil Referendum, which will organise the poll to coincide with the chief executive election on March 25, will go ahead to give people a taste of choosing their leader, which is now out of the public's reach. 
Cyd Ho Sau-lan, organiser of the project, said Beijing figures recently raised concerns with her that the results of the referendum - in which Mr Tsang may be less popular than in the 800-strong Election Committee - could affect his credibility. 
But I told them nobody could control any election result, and the best way for them to get an acceptable result would be to convince the public that the person Beijing supports is good, Ms Ho said. 
She said the exercise would pave the way for a mechanism allowing the public to express their views on major public issues, as Hong Kong lacks the referendum mechanism widely used in many countries. 
Four questions would be asked in the ballot paper, and anyone over 18 could vote. The questions would include whether voters want Mr Tsang, or any formal contenders with 100 nominations from the Election Committee, to become the next chief executive. Other questions are: whether universal suffrage should be introduced by 2012; whether a goods and services tax should be introduced; and whether there should be a minimum wage. 
The organisers aim to open 40 polling stations. Fourteen schools have agreed, and volunteers, among them teachers, lawyers and international observers, are being invited and trained. 
Ms Ho and her colleague, Democratic Party member Gary Fan Kwok-wai, were criticised by the supporters of the Civic Party's Alan Leong Kah-kit, who is seeking to challenge Mr Tsang in the election. 
They feared that the exercise could give a mandate to Mr Tsang, who might claim the result as public support after winning the small-circle election by the 800-strong Election Committee. 


