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	Unofficial referendum to seek public opinion on three key issues

	

	

	



	A territory-wide unofficial referendum on Hong Kong's leader, the goods and services tax and universal suffrage will be held on March 25 next year at the same time as 800 Election Committee members will be voting for the next chief executive, it was revealed Wednesday. 

Ballot boxes will be placed at campuses of primary and secondary schools and universities and also, organizers hope, at town halls, public parks and chapels, according to Human Rights Monitor chairwoman Cyd Ho Sau-lan. 

Ho, a former pro-democratic lawmaker, said the initial response from the education sector has been good. 

She said the nonpartisan referendum is more than a civic movement for democracy. So far there have been more than a dozen pledges from the education sector to join the referendum and she plans to approach student unions of the various tertiary institutions as well as religious groups for permission to set up more polling stations. 

Her group will also apply to hire parks from the government on polling day. In the referendum, Hong Kong residents will be asked to answer three questions - about the next chief executive, the goods and services tax and universal suffrage in 2012. 

Ho said the referendum will be organized solely by Human Rights Monitor and will not involve the pan- democracy camp. However, she has invited Democratic Party district councillor Gary Fan Kwok-wai to become a co-organizer as he had experience in conducting a referendum last year for the Civic Human Rights Front. 

Pollster Robert Chung Ting-yiu of the Hong Kong University's Public Opinion Program will be a key adviser. Human Rights Monitor has also decided not to allow the use of partisan colors in the ballot for what will be a direct contest between Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-kuen and potential contender Alan Leong Kah-kit. 

``We aim to feel the true public pulse on the chief executive election,'' Ho said. ``That is why I dropped out from the pan-democracy coalition for a joint candidate after its second meeting.'' carrie.chan2@singtaonewscorp.com 
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