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	Tsang challenger rejects poll plan

	 


	The man chosen by a coalition of democratic groups to challenge Donald Tsang Yam-kuen in the chief executive election next March said Thursday a territory-wide referendum planned by a pro-democracy group for polling day is undesirable. 

Civic Party legislator Alan Leong Kah-kit said referendums carried out by such groups would always be treated with suspicion and that academic surveys were preferable. 

The barrister, 48, was chosen by the Civic Party Tuesday to represent the democratic camp at the March 25 election should he muster at least 100 nominations from Election Committee members who themselves will be elected in December. 

The Human Rights Monitor group had earlier said it planned to hold an unofficial territory-wide referendum on polling day with ballot boxes placed at schools, university campuses and, if possible, parks and playgrounds. Residents will be asked to vote on who they would like to see as the territory's leader, the goods and services tax and universal suffrage by 2012. 

``A referendum on the chief executive's election organized by pro- democratic groups is bound to give rise to suspicion and criticism aimed at distorting public support,'' Leong said. 

As such, Leong said, he preferred the findings of polls by Hong Kong University and the Chinese University. 

According to Human Rights Monitor chairwoman Cyd Ho Sau-lan, pollster Robert Chung Ting-yiu of Hong Kong University's Public Opinion Program had promised to advise the group on the referendum. 

``But,'' Leong said, ``no matter how hard the organizer strives to distance the referendum from political groups, it will never be seen as an independent exercise.'' 
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